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• 26 square miles
• Population 216,700 
• Employment 221,700 
• Housing Units 110,300
• Population density 

– 8,399 persons/sq mile

• 11 Metrorail Stations
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General Land
Use Plan



ARLINGTON INITIATIVE TO RETHINK ENERGY

Smart Growth

4

M
M

M

M
Lower Density Zoning

Lower 
Density 
Zoning

http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png
http://www.weblo.com/asset_images/large/Metro_WMATA_logo_Washingt_46bbd8f746787.png


ARLINGTON INITIATIVE TO RETHINK ENERGY

Green Building Incentive Program
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History of 
Green Building Incentive Program 

• Launched in 2000
– Incentive for LEED Silver only, commercial office only

• Update in 2003
– Included all LEED levels and all project types

• Update in 2009
– Adjusted bonus to reflect technology and building code enhancements 

• Update in 2012
– More focus on energy efficiency to align with Community Energy Plan 

goals

• Update in 2014
– Focus on energy performance and Arlington priority issues
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Green Building Incentive Program
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• LEED V4 Silver or higher – plus the following:
• Energy Reporting for 10 years
• ENERGY STAR building certification within 4 years

• Prerequisite for office, optional for multifamily

• ENERGY STAR appliances and WaterSense fixtures

• Options for additional density:
• Arlington Priority credits
• Net Zero Energy Certification 
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Green Building Bonus Table

Certification
Level

Office and Residential

LEED v4          Two Arlington
(+E* for office) priority credits

Total FAR 
available

Silver 0.25 FAR + 0.05 FAR 0.30

Gold 0.35 + 0.05 FAR 0.40

Platinum 0.50 + 0.05 FAR 0.55

8

FAR – Floor Area Ratio
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0.25 FAR = 25% of 
the area of the site = 

10,000 sq ft

Site Area = 40,000 sq ft

Explanation of Floor Area Ratio (FAR)

• Site Area = 40,000 sq ft
• 0.25 FAR = 10,000 sq ft

Therefore:
• 10,000 sq ft would be added to the building 

in exchange for LEED V4 Silver certification
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Thank you!

Joan B. Kelsch
Green Building Program Manager

Arlington Initiative to Rethink Energy (AIRE)
Office of Sustainability and Environmental Management
Arlington County, VA 

jkelsch@arlingtonva.us
www.arlingtonenergy.us

mailto:jkelsch@arlingtonva.us
http://www.arlingtonenergy.us/
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Explanation of Floor Area Ratio (FAR)
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