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3CSEP 

3CSEP is the platform for academic, outreach and 

educational activities at Central European University (CEU) 

in the fields of climate change and buildings sustainability, 

whose mission is:  

to foster solutions to climate change and sustainable 

energy challenges;  

while advancing the implementation of development 

agendas. 

 

 

About the Center for Climate and  

Sustainable Energy Policy (3CSEP) 

See more at 3csep.ceu.edu 
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Content of the presentation 

 About the SPoD project 

 

 The key SPoD Tool: the Handbook of Sustainable 

Building Policies (Handbook) 
 Description 

 Content 

 

 How to formulate a policy strategy using the Handbook 
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About the SPoD project 

 The main objective of  SPoD was to develop, test, 

then promote and disseminate tools that can assist 

policy-makers in the selection and implementation of 

policy packages (policy instruments) allowing for the 

improvement of the environmental, social and 

economic sustainability of buildings.  

 Using the tools, local experts are assisted in the 

development of draft policy strategies for a more 

sustainable buildings sector. 
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Handbook 
Book-format to review 

prospective or existing 

policy instruments 

and/or to obtain 

guidance for their 

adequate inclusion as 

policy building blocks in 

a policy package. 
www.unep.org/sustainablebuildingpolic

ies/pdfs/SPoD-Handbook_final-Full.pdf  
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 A single policy instrument rarely delivers long-term change, 

particularly when responding to multiple and complex policy 

goals and barriers. 

 The Handbook considers each individual policy instrument as 

a policy building block which  can be combined with others to 

successfully constitute a policy package.  

 The appropriate combination of instruments into a policy 

package takes interactions between them (reinforcing, 

mitigating and neutral) into consideration in order to provide 

an enhanced response to a set of policy goals. 

 

Why policy building blocks? 



3CSEP 

The Handbook covers 25 sustainable energy 

policies for the buildings sector reaching out to 

other sustainable policy areas, such as: 

Air 
pollution 

Construction 
materials 

Social 
aspects 

Water 
resources 

Sustainable 

energy 

policies 

Scope of the SPoD tools 
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Intro 

How to 
use 

Policy 
chapters  

(25) 

Work-
sheet 

Structure of the Handbook 

POLICY CHAPTERS 

Overview:   

    Objective, Definition, Variations 

 

Relevance: 

    Level of policy making;  Target areas; 

    Barriers;  Policy goals 

   

Preconditions and recommendations; 

        

Implementation steps; 

             

Combination with other policy                      

building blocks. 
 

www.unep.org/sustainablebuildingpolicies/pdfs/SPoD-Handbook_final-Full.pdf 
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A chapter 

example: 

Product 

standards 
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A policy 
instrument 

chapter:  
Preconditions and 
recommendations 
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A policy 
instrument 

chapter: 
Implementation 

steps 
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A policy 
instrument 

chapter:  
Combination 

with other 
building 
blocks 
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Policy instruments in the tools 

Regulatory-normative 

Regulatory-informative 

Economic & market-

based 

Fiscal and incentives 

Support, information, 

voluntary action 

1) Product standards 

2) Building codes 

3) Sustainable procurement regulations 

4) Policy roadmaps and targets 

5) Mandatory certification of buildings 

6) Certification & labelling of renewable energy solutions 

7) Mandatory labelling of products 

8) Mandatory audit programs 

9) Smart meters roll-outs 

10) ESCO market promotion 

11) Energy efficiency obligations/white certificates 

12) Carbon market project mechanisms  

13) Net-metering (renewable energy) 

14) Energy or carbon taxes 

15) Tax exemptions and reductions 

16) Public benefits charges 

17) Grants; 18) Soft loans; 19) Preferential mortgages 

20) Voluntary certification of buildings 

21) Voluntary agreements 

22) Public leadership programs; 23) Feedback programs 

24) Awareness raising; 25) Voluntary labeling of products 
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How to 

use the 

Handbook 
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 The Worksheet included in the Handbook can be used 

to compile the information gathered through the use of 

the Handbook about a policy package, thus enabling its 

comparison with alternative options and prepare a draft 

proposal for discussion/presentation to stakeholders. 

 

 www.unep.org/sustainablebuildingpolicies/pdfs/SPoD-

Handbook_final-Full.pdf 

The Handbook Worksheet 
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The Handbook Worksheet 
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The Handbook Worksheet 
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The Handbook Worksheet 
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The Handbook Worksheet 
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Consulting experts 

& decision-makers 
• The users collect data, in particular: political 

priorities, state of the buildings, preconditions, 

existing policy instruments, etc. 

Collection of policy 

instrument 

candidates 

• The  users use the data and information 

collected above to review possible policy 

instruments in the Handbook and select a few 

(up to 5-6) candidates. 

Select the most 

appropriate policies 

• Using sections 1, 2, 3 of the Worksheet, users 

explore the qualities of and requirements for the 

draft list of policy instruments and shortlist ca. 2-

3 that work also in a package 

Drafting policy 

strategy proposal 
• Using the Worksheet (part 4) as a formula users 

develop a policy strategy proposal, including 

relevant reasoning/explanation 

Steps to develop a policy strategy 



Benigna Boza-Kiss, CEU-3CSEP 

benigna@greendependent.org 

www.unep.org/sustainablebuildingpolicies/pdfs/SPoD-Handbook_final-Full.pdf 

Thank you for your attention! 

The SPoD project was funded by the Government of Finland and commissioned by the United 

Nations Environment Programme, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (UNEP-DTIE) 
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